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IN REPLY REFER TO ’ 6\}\
FILE No. \x \'

THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEPARTMENT OF STATE T ¢
March 19, 1939

Dear Ded:-

I was beginning to worry about vou, not having heard
for over two weeks, Your letter of Febhruary 26 did not arrive
until March 14, which scems to be 2 pretty long time in transit.
I hope by this time rour cold and sinus trouble are better.. I
don't know snythine ~hout the treatm-nt of sinus trouble in
Germany, ee fortunately mine never cot so had that I had to go
to & doctor. - Al T said was that one of our doctors.attached to.
the Consulate geve me ephedrine drops which T used to open up
the drainsge of the ginuses whenever thev closed and thus pre-
vented the most painful aspects of sinus trouble, I am glad to

report thet I continue in good health, mv cold which hung on so
long not having returned, thenk goodness.

I 2m not very accurestely informed ahout the general
level of wares in Germrny et the nresent time, ~nd it is even
harder to deccribe it in terms thet would »e understandshle in
terms of purchasing power, which is, after 211, *the important
con61dgreti3n. I recentlv-saw a tszhle “”ﬂ#rn hvr en American
comparing wages in all the major Zuropean countries, 2nd it was

b D R i : ;
als conclusion that workmen in Germany sre n2id considergbly
+e8s then in France =nd Englend, This was worked out by estimating

how long a men woul? heve to work to buy a loaf of hread, 2 mair
of ghoes, a car, etc., BIven so the comparison cannot bhe absol-
utely ecrurste, as vou nsturellv heve +to trke into considerstion
the quality of the items purchssed.

In the laet few wesks the turnover of clerks hagheen
g0 rzpid that I really. do not.know.know Just. how. many we .do. have
in the Conculste, All told there mist be shout 45. Not 2ll of

¢ are in the visa section, of course. I *hink they have shout
ten downstairs to do the accounting, commercial revorts and
tical work, They sre vaid from $50 to $80 a month, which
comes to RlL. 200 to RM. 320 with the aporeciation. American
clerks also get a rent allowance, so the smounts aré not so
§m?ll]e§ they apnear et first sight., Two married couples are
- ffve neard thet the ¢ age pay for clerke in German offices
is ?bou? R, 225 monthly, but I 2m not sure shout this, Our
%ffécieéi_gizviz}z Ergvéed with so meny neople around, and over
o let e s e w1V EPe tearine out a wall between two rooms =nd
1 2108 the doctors give up their bie vrivete room and movine the

nursegs "L v +Th T Pa vy T T T A 7

“"il ?clz);_u“+t”€m; féreonallv, I do not, see how removine the
W& 18 Z01ng 1o help much, but mavhe 1+ v We will reve
hevs 1o & t 1D much, but mayhe it will, ve will, hO‘ever,

ey It g ’ ,
citlon the room now occupied bv the nurses, which will
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be an improvement,
Ve hed an official inspector with ue Aurincftho last
@aturelly it has heen rather interestine for all of
us. I personslly didn't heve anythine to Ao with it, 28 the in-
spector didn't sev more then "Hello" to me 211 the time He was
there, The mein purvose of his visit wae to strairhten out the
strained personal relations hetween Honesker s=nd L'Yeureux, He
succeeded in effecting = reconciliatiom, at least for the nresent,
and the two men heve =orked out a definition of their ovn duties.
This will mske it quite a bit essier for the rect of us, as it
was not unusual to have conflicting orders comine in at the same
time, L'Heureux will »robebly be trensferred either at the first
of J,ly or indSentember, and the ingneetor acked him where he
wanted to go, Fe may get either Paris, London or the Department,
any of which would be a fine boost for him, Yews came throush
three daye sgo thet oneker h=d heen nromoted from class 2 to
class 2, =lso an important thing, as he had not had a_promotion
for several years. As L'Heureux was promoted just last summer,
he cen't exoect anything rlce for 2 counle of verrs vet at 1 ne
L § HEON AN~ Dile 01 ve S ve at leeet,
I certainly hope that evervthine will ~ork out se ex%octed, as
q‘Heureux is very anxious to get out of “ermany., It would =lso
oe very agreeable to all of us if Honsker got trensferred too.

k174
i
week, znd n

We had a very interesting visitor in our office Frideasy.
It was Grover Cleveland Bergdoll, the famous draft dodger who
was arrested, sentenced to five veers in the nenitentiery, =and
esceped into Cenada, TIver cince the war he has heen living in
a small town in our district, =nd they had quite a time right
efter the war when an American army officer attermted to kid-
nap him and take him hack. Tergdoll »eat him off znd the officer
was errested by the German nolice. The Consulste had a terrible
time trying to ﬁetkim out. Bergdoll is married to a very attract-
ive German girl and has sbout five kids., Ie has potten tired of
Germany, and epparently is not esnecially in symnz2thy with the
resent regime, 2nd he is willing to return to the U.S. =nd sive
himeelf up. I suppose he thinks that it is unlikelv that he will
acturlly heve to serve sny time now, cince most neople now think
our entry into the wer wes 2 mistake, is wife ~nd kifds rot
immigretion visas last week; in spite of everything thev etill
heve an income of sbout $45,000 nerfrear.

The only difficulty in his case is how he is eoing to
enter the United Stetes, The lew provides thet nersons who lost
American netionality in evading military service are ineligihle
ever to Tecome c¢’'tizens sgein, 2nd the imieration law nrovides
that persons inelégible to naturalization mev not be sranted
visas., Fe eaye he could easily get into the U.S. illegally, but
he wents to be cure he would not he denorted 2 ter serving his
sentence as a draft eveder - a verv reasonsble noint of view,

e are teking the matter up with the Devasrtment, ~nd the chences
are a gnecial spent will meeﬂhiﬁ in Tuarope and take him brck to
the Stetes., T will let you know sbout the developments in the
case as 1t goes along,

I em heppv to renort that since my last letter to have
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R
received my check book from the Park INational Bank, end that N
everything is in order. I celebrated the receint by sending in g
my check for 2 subscription to Foreign Affzirs megazine and .y
egnother for 10 more cartons of Spud cigarettes, I am now &ble \7
to warry out my long promise to you to teke over my shere of . g

our pledge to the church., The rezson I wanted to weit until T
hed my own checking account was so I will be able to claim a
deduction on this vear's income tax, znd I hovpe thet wvou will not

Y, p

A

have any difficulty in fixing it up to heve myv check zp»nlied \%
to your pledge, I 2m enclosing the check vwith this letter, N
3 3

- : . , X

Now I am going to ask a favor from vou., I need a few «

small articles which I can't get wholesale, =n? I wonder if vou &

or Janie would buy them for me =nd ship them over ? I will, of
course, #end you a check as goon 28 you let me know how much
they cost, Here's the list:

) zém

large tubes.ofiPalmolive Sheve Cream ——
bottles of Mennmen's Skin Bracer

or @ packages of Tem razor blades

lerge bottles of Wildroot Hair Tomniec,

;Y

- "/ML'-{ <

K

Perhrps the hair tonic needs some exnlsnation, The water here ig\V
very hard, and in the last few months =y hair has heen falling
out at an alarming rate. I hope that if I stop puttine water on
it T will be gble to check the decline, but to do this I need
gome £00d, non-greasy or oily suhstitute, ildroot is the only
thing I know of which fille the ¥ill., I could nrohzhly find
something over here just as good, but it mi~ht take a lot of
experimentation which I ould 1like to sveid if nosecible, As I

Neee. 7f

Z
s

|

oo
g

expect to use it vpretty regularly, get as lerge bottles as you
can,

A

’

The events of the lest few davs mske it zppear that | O
the people who condemned the Munich Arreement and the vpolicy of | 0
eppeacement were pretty near richt. We micht just as well face k?
the fact that the Germasne are goinge to run Zurope in their own N\

sweet way, especially Rastern Turope, 2nd no one is going to stop
them-until the reach_the Tugsier horder, T think there will be O
war if they ™#ry to snatel the"Rugeien Ukrainey or «if -the Italians
stert out to take Tunis by force. I must say that I am very
diseppointed in the Germans, Thev have shoved no tact, patience,
or -honesty at all, I daresay that no one will ever helieve Hit-
ler's word egain, I'm sure I wouldn't. The neople here are not
very excited about, the ‘new territory; in intermational affsairs

as in privete life, anticination is half the enjoyment, =n@ the
people were given no time to anticipete anything, MWen- of-the
older people vho can remember back to »efore 1933 are & little
worried, =lthourh they all say "Hitler has e lucky hand! As you
know, I have zlways been 2 great onponent of war, dbut I rerlly
wonder sometimes if it wouldn't be »nrth-vhile to ficht to nre-
vent the Nazification of Zurope - not for us, nerhrpe, but for the
auropeans. However, if Germany dominctes Jurope, she will do
ézfrgth{ngyporsi?%o to injurg ?be trade and influence of the U.S.
; Eefgiit“”e orld,»nd esveciallv in South America, so we have

e i +€’ 1 4 af’Ca g = a e
interest in this af“2ir too, “estpf luck. With love,

L. LY gy Lo HCLH

s

ET 7

”
/

4 -
|
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My home address is Schottstr. 50, Stuttgart. I am at the Consulate

from g A.M. to 6 P.M., which is 3 A.M. to noon E.S.T.
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